Extensions Instructions

Here are the 58 extensions I use. You may not want to install them all, or you may want to install different ones, but the dark theme is tailored to these. A different set of extensions may require minor modifications to the theme settings.

Installation

Each extension is housed in a .xpi file. Extract the folder named “Extensions,” which contains the .xpi files, and move it to a convenient location. To install the extensions, in the Firefox “Tools” menu select “Add-ns.” Add-ons Manager opens. In the left panel select “Extensions.” In the Extensions panel click the “Tools” button and select “Install Add-on from File” from the drop-down menu. In the “Select Add-on to Install” window that opens, navigate to your .xpi folder. Click on each file to install that extension.

Configuration

When all extensions are installed, in Add-ons Manager click the “Options” button to the right of each extension to configure it. The user is free to configure the extensions as he or she pleases. The “Extension Options” documents I’ve included show my own settings, which work well for me. With the exception of Tab Mix Plus, I’ve listed only the changes I made to the default settings of each extension. Extension options which are not shown I left at their defaults.

Updates

After the extensions have been installed and configured, in the Add-ons Manager “Tools” menu select “Check for Updates.” In the left panel select “Available Updates.” In the Updates panel at least three updates will appear, and will include Open With, Stylish, and Adblock Plus. Do not update these three extensions. The updated versions are inferior to the versions you have installed, and won’t work as well. Other extensions can be updated if their performance doesn’t degrade as a result.

RoboForm

Do not install the RoboForm Password Manager extension from its .xpi file. Instead, use the RoboForm installer.

Compact Menu 2

If you don’t want to install this extension, be sure to delete the three entries under Compact Menu 2 at the end of the Menu Bar section of the Dark Theme for Firefox section of the userChrome file. If you don’t delete these entries,  you won’t be able to display the menu bar.

Add Bookmark Here

For reasons that I probably won’t live long enough to understand, the Add Bookmark Here extension will not work if there is empty space at the right end of the Bookmarks Toolbar. Here’s my remedy.

Open any web page, preferably one that you are unlikely ever to revisit, and bookmark it to the Bookmarks Toolbar with the name “ZZ” (without quotation marks). That name will place the bookmark at the extreme right end of the toolbar.

Now open the userChrome file, and in the Dark Theme for Firefox section, scroll down to the Bookmarks Toolbar section. You will need to modify the entry under “Separate the bookmarks.” Adjust the margin-right distance so that all of your bookmarks are visible on the toolbar, but “ZZ” is not. A double arrow will appear at the right end of the toolbar. Add Bookmark Here will now function properly.

NOTE: Add Bookmark Here can interfere with other bookmarking such as subscribing to RSS feeds, bookmarking selected tabs with Multiple Tab Handler, and using Firefox’s “Bookmark All Tabs” feature. If this occurs, temporarily disable Add Bookmark Here in Add-ons Manager.
Extension Icons

Populate the toolbars with icons installed by the extensions by dragging the icons to and from the Customize window as desired.

Certificate

At one point in the past, the geniuses at Mozilla forgot to renew a certificate that enables some of the extensions to function. If you find that several of the extensions you’ve installed are disabled, you will need to import the certificate. It’s the text file named Certificate.pem in this zipped folder. Extract it, then import it into Firefox as follows.

IMPORT THE CERTIFICATE

Open Firefox Options > Advanced > Certificates > View Certificates > Authorities > Import. Navigate to your .pem file and select it. In the Import window check all 3 boxes. Click OK, then OK again. Certificate is imported.

The imported certificate can be viewed in the list of certificates under “Mozilla Corporation,” named “signingca1.addons.mozilla.org.”


ENABLE BROWSER CONSOLE

Open about:config. Navigate to the preference “devtools.chrome.enabled.” Toggle its value from “false” (default) to “true.”


APPLY THE CERTIFICATE

Press Ctrl+Shift+J to open Browser Console. At the blinking cursor at the bottom of the window enter the following 2 lines of code:

Components.utils.import("resource://gre/modules/addons/XPIProvider.jsm");
XPIProvider.verifySignatures();

Press Enter. Disabled add-ons are re-enabled.
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